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Everybody assumes (1) that musical performances are sonic events and (2) that their 
expressive properties are sonic properties. This paper discusses recent findings in the 
psychology of music perception that show that visual information combines with 
auditory information in the perception of musical expression. The findings show at the 
very least that arguments are needed for (1) and (2). If music expresses what we think it 
does, then its expressive properties may be visual as well as sonic; and if its expressive 
properties are purely sonic, then music expresses less than we think it does. And if the 
expressive properties of music are visual as well as sonic, then music is not what we 
think it is—it is not purely sonic. 

 

 

 


